two noble Englishmen, to whom I shall give Sidney to
letters  of introduction to you, and therefore Languet
it seems well to write a few words to precede
their arrival, and prepare you to receive them
with your wonted courtesy. The one, whom I
especially commend to you, is Master Robert
Corbett, my very greatest friend, a man of high
birth, but one who, as Buchanan says,

In excellence of parts outdoes his birth.

He is of the right side in religion, and not un-
pracftised in the art of war; he speaks only Ital-
ian. The other is Master Richard Shelley, my
cousin, as also is Corbett, but nearer to me in
blood as the other in friendship. He is a man
of erudition, knows well Greek and Latin and
Italian, and has some slight acquaintance with
French; but he is sadly addicfted to popery. When
they reach you, if you please, you will learn
their names from themselves. Farewell, and con-
tinue to love me. Venice (I shall return to Padua
on Monday), April ij, ij/4- Your truly devoted

Philip Sidney.

To the most excellent Master Hubert Languet,
my friend much to be respedted.

57t week, but later than he ought. You must
